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HE generous Regard you have ſhewn | 
for us of the Laity, lays us under an 
invincible Obligation to attend to | 
whatever your Lordſhip ſhall think 
fit to make Publick. As nothing but | 
| a Concern for the Religious Liberties | 
of Mankind could induce to ſo free and open a De. 
claration of them; ſo *tis no wonder that thoſe who 

125 B magnify 
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magnify their Office, by aſſerting, a Tyranny over. our 
Conſciences, ſhould thereby be diſpleas d; and en- 
deavour with Warmth, to overturn your candid At- 
tempts to aſc us from their Yoak. 


I was 1 not at all furprir d to . that 
the Lower H— of C n would preſent what 
your Lordſhip has writ for that glorious Cauſe, to 
the Bench which your Lordſhip graces. He, whoſe 
Authority you have endeavour'd to revive, met only 


with worfe Treatment, becauſe it was more in their 


Power. The Text is very expreſs : Then aſſembled, &c. 
and conſulted how they ſhould put him to Death. And 
ſuch Combinations (but J hope not with ſuch Suc- 
ceſs) will there ever be againſt thoſe who direct us to 
live Godly according to the Goſpel, and not accord- 
ing to other particular Schemes and Syſtems ; thoſe 
wretched Miſr epreſentations of the mm and perfect 
Law of Chriſt. 


We of the Laity indeed rejoice when fuch Defen- 
ders of Truth dare to appear againſt the Current of 
corrupt Leaders; who are every Day running us back 
again into the worſt Part of Popery. We hear ſuch 
as your Lordſhip with Pleaſure, bidding us ftand faſt 
in the Chriſtian Liberty, wherewith Chrift has made 
us free, and which our Reformers ſo bravely aſſert- 
ed; and at the ſame Time we neceſſarily deteſt thoſe | 

- AERAIED 1D who 


\ 


to the Biſhop of BANGOR. 3 
ho would have us entangled again with the Yoke 
of Popiſh Bondage. But alas! how melancholy is it 
to ſee fuch glorious Benefactors to Mankind, fr 
for the Benefits they beſtow on the Ungrateful, and 
become at once the Objects of our Admiration and 
= our Pity. eee n 


Ts a Misfortune peculiar to the Gentlemen who 
ſtudy Divinity, that if any of them by clofely at- 
= tending to the Holy Scripture, difcover a general 
received Error, either in Opinion or Practice, they 
meet with all imaginable Diſcouragement from their 
| kh Order; efpecially if the Diſcovery does not 
4 tend to the Temporal Advancement of the Prieſt- 
3 Hood, The Enlightning of Mankind, freeing them 
from groſs Abuſes, and helping them forward in 
4 "oy Way to Everlaſting Happineſs, is of little 
EE _ if thereby the aſſumed Authority of the 
Flergy is any way leſſen d. It muft needs there- 
Pre be a very unacceptable Truth for fuch Men, 
bo would be Chief in our Lords Kingdom, to 
ear that is not of this World. And he who af- 
rts, That it evidently deſtroys the Authority of Chriſt 
es, to ſet up any other abſolute Authority in his Ring- 
n, muſt expect to be treated with Indignation by 
$ - iy who pride Themſelves in an unlimited Com- 
n fon from him; and who, in a literal Senſe, would 
1 Rings, as welt as Prieſts, to God. 
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fear their Teacher ſhould think them unfit to par- 
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Ir has been the Unhappineſs of the Chriſtian 
World, that Pretenders to new Light have only 
freed their Followers from one Burthen of Ecclefia- 
ſtical Tyranny, to lay on an equal, if not far great- 
er..themſelves; and Men ſeem to have found Fault 
with Terms of Communion, as they are called, only 
becauſe they were not of their own Impoſing. 
Thus, the Commemoration of our Lord's Suffering, 
which has the moſt natural Tendency not only to 
preſerve our Love to him who died for us, but to 
kindle that Affection where it is not, is among all 
Chriſtian Churches ſo circumſcrib'd with an inven- 
ted Veneration, that tho' many do not abſurdly | 
pretend to Sacrifice him afreſh, yet the greater Half 
of the Laity are deter'd from Communicating, for 
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take of the Myſtery. By this Means, eden among 
Proteſtants, a Man whoſe Modeſty is his Misfor- 
tune, and cannot for that Reaſon only Addreſs his 3 
lordly Paſtor, is ſhut out from the Advantage „ 38 
Remembring his Lord's Death, and rob'd of the Be- 1 


nefits that flow from thence. Inſtead of Examining 8 
ourſelves, and ſo eating of that Bread and drinking 1 $ 
of that Cup, as St. Paul advis'd, we are taughrl | 
to be examin'd by . our Leaders ; and they are to 
be the only Judges of our Qualifications to comply] 
with that Inſtitution. And when theſe Gentlemen 
have thought us fit to ſhare in this laſt Legacy off 


our 4 
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our Saviour's Will; where can we partake, without 
embracing ſome impoſed unneceſſary Adjunct to 
the Ordinance ? Where can we communicate, with- 
| out complying with ſome trifling Appendix of the 
CHIN s Impoſing? 


And ſo far has this Tyrannic Temper prevail d 
in the World, that thoſe who have deprived them- 
© ſelves of this kind Appointment of Chriſt Jeſus, and 
away the moſt obvious Senſe of Scripture, 
yet have not faibd to lay on freſh Weights on the 
Conſciences of their Followers: So that a Non- 
1 with the moſt trifling Injunction of 
1 Irheir own, has denominated a Man a Schiſmatick, 
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Bur your Lordſhip is far from ci in this 
Way; and with a peculiar Honeſty of Soul is for 
<0 putting us under His Government, who alone is 
-if ead of his Church. You comfort our Minds with 
$ These Truths, That as Chriſt himſelf is King, 
ſo he is himſelf the ſole Law. Giver to his Sub- 
«| * jets, and himſelf the ſole Judge of their Behavi- 
cour in the Affairs of Conſcience and Eternal Sal- 
vation. That he hath in thoſe Points left be- 
* hind him no vilible human Authority; no Vice- 
gerents, who can be ſaid properly to ſupply his 
Place; no Interpreters, upon whom his Subjects 
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Hare abſolutely to depend; no Judges over the 
“ Conſciences or Religion of his People : For, as 
% your Loraſhip juſtly reaſons, if this were fo, that any 
& ſuch abſolute Vicegerent Authority, either for the na. 
« king new Laws, or inter preting old Ones, or judg= 
ing his Subjects in Religious Matters, were lodg'd | 
“in any Men upon Earth; the Conſequence would | 
& be, that what ſtill retains the Name of the an 
“ of Chriſt would not be the Kingdom of Chriſt, | 
& but the Kingdom of thoſe Men veſted with uch Y I 
„Authority: For whoever hath ſuch an Authority 3 | 
“ of making Laws, is ſo far a King; and whoever Wl 
«© can add new Laws to thoſe of Chriſt, _— [ 
& obligatory, is as truly a King as Chriſt himſelf: | 9 
« Nay, whoever hath an abſolute Authority to 

6; interpret any written or ſpoken Laws, it is be : : 
« who is truly the Law-Giver to all Tntents and 4 
« Purpoſes, and not the Perſon who firſt wrote or | 


1 ſpoke them. L 
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Give me Leave, my Lord, to illuſtrate this Rea. 3 
ſoning by the late mention'd Inſtance. Chriſt Je- F | 
ſus, who is our King and Law Giver, at his Laſt 
Supper with his Diſciples, for their Conſolation, 
and that of All, who ſhould profeſs his Name, 6e 3 
appears from the Place of Inſtitution and the Pra- A 
Aice of the converted Corinthians) ſets forth his 
8 Sufferings under the Symbols of bro-if I 7 

ken 4 
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ken Bread and pour d- out Wine; and orders his 
Diſciples and Followers to commemorate him in 


that Manner after his Death. All the Preſeription 


he gave was, Do this in Remembrance of me. And 
when the Deſign of the Inſtitution was entirely 
diſregarded in the Church of Corinth, St. Paul only 
ſends them back to our Lord's firſt Injunction, 
This do in Remembrance of me, To this, as far as ap- 
pears, every one who embrac'd the Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity had not only Acceſs, but believ'd it a 
Duty as well as Privilege to ſhew forth the Lord's 
Death. Nay, it is moſt certain, ſo little Veneration 
was there paid to this Appointment, that ſuch In- 
decencies and Irregularities were committed as would 
have been even blameable at a common Feaſt. To 
rectify which, and reſtore them to celebrate this 
Ordinance according to the firſt Appointment, occa- 
ſions the Apoſtle to make any mention at all of 
it. How this Inſtitution came to be encircled with 


ſo peculiar a Veneration ſince, is not to my Pur- 


poſe to enquire; *tis natural for Mankind to run 


cout of one Extream into another. But let us ſee 
| how different the Performance of this Duty at pre. 


ſent is from what our Saviour appointed. I think 
I need not mention the Church of Rome: Their 


| Manner is as abſurd as Idolatrous. But among 


the Reformed Churches, which of them has pre- 


WF ſerved the Simplicity of its Original? What Exa- 


minations, 
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minations, Confeſſions, and Time is requir'd to fit 
them for this ſolemn Ordinance, as *tis call'd with 
| peculiar Emphaſis ? What numerous Tracts are 


written to raiſe a ſingular Regard to this Appoint- 
ment ? And how dreadful has the Conſequence 


been repreſented, of what is term'd Unworthy Re- 


ceiving? That the plain Inſtitution of our Lord je- 
ſus, which was delign'd to keep up a comforta- 
ble Remembrance of what he has done for us, 1s 
ſo wrapt up in inexplicable Explications, that tho? 
we do not with the Papiſts idolize the Hoſt, yet 


we dread to touch it, as the 1/rae/ires the Ark, leſt | 
we die. Thus is this Appointment of Chriſt ren- 
der'd of no Uſe to many, by theſe Traditions of 


Men. For, tho' no Body of Men or particular 
Church has thought fit to call this any other Inſti- 
tution than that of Chriſt Jeſus, yet in their ſeve- 
ral Ways of interpreting a ſmall Number of the 


plaineſt Words that ever were deliver'd, and whoſe 


Ideas are as eafily conceiv'd of by the loweſt Un- 


derſtanding as by the moſt exalted ; they have in 


One Church aſſerted, that when we ſee we eat 
Bread we eat Fleſh; in Another, that to eat Bread, 
is to eat Nothing; and in Thoſe, where theſe Ab- 
ſurdities are not admitted, render'd it as terrible to 
eat this Bread, as to murder our Fellow-Creatures, 
or commit the greateſt Enormity, if not done in a 


Way, which the Inſtitutor has made no Mention of. 


I 


I would a little Digreſs from my Purpoſe, and ob- 
ferve, how all Parties of the Reformed, who hold 
this Ordinance of Chriſt in peculiar Exaltation, have 

yet to ſerve a Turn againſt the Papifts (of which it 
is incapable, according to their Judgment of it) 
debas'd and degraded it; I mean, in the Approba- 
tion they all give to the Teſt, ſo far as it does not 
concern Themſelves. Theſe Men, who hold this In- 
ſtitution in ſo high Eſteem, and have thunder'd 
out ſuch Threatnings againſt unworthy Communi- 
cants, to the great Grief of weaker Chriſtians, ſeem 
not at all concern'd at the Appropriating it to quite 
different Ends than what they all confeſs 'was ap- 
pointed; which muſt certainly be as great a Profa- 
nation as it is poſſible to undergo, and which the 
= Apoſtle particularly mentions, in his cenſuring the 


Corinthians, that they did not diſcern the Lord's : 
BN Boch. 


Ax preſent, my Lord, 'tis the Expectation of 
many, that the Laws which incapacitate for Civil 
Offices on account of Religious Qualifications, will be 
laid aſide; and that his Majeſty will be enabled to 
enjoy the Services of all his Subjects. This reaſon- 
able Expectation has occaſion'd ſeveral little Eſſays 
ro forward the Deſign: All which, tho? they com- 
lain loudly of the Injury done to the Government, 
9 1 3 to 
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to themſelves and to their Poſterity, by the Occaſional 
and Schiſm Acts, are next to ſilent on the Diſhonour 
done to Religion by the 7%. Nay, ſo far are they 
for moving to have that repealed, that to avoid the 
Offence given by. Occaſional -Conformity, (and per- 
naps to avoid lofing their Members and Subſcripti- 
ons) they even propoſe to bring the Teſt into 
their ſeparate Congregations; and ſo they can, but 
fecure their own valued Rights, care not what Ha- 
vock is made of the Honour of our Legiflator Chriſt 
Jeſus. Tis aſtoniſhing to hear Men, who have 
long cry'd out againſt the Abuſe of this Inſtitution 
in the Eſtablifh'd Church, to ſerve their own Inte- 
reſt in the State, propoſing to ſpread it through all 
the Churches ! . = 


Goop God! How are the Humble and Meek 
kept off by a pious Awe, from commemorating 
their Saviour's Death and Sufferings, through the 3 
Dread of azworthy Receiving; Terms, as us'd by us, 
unknown to our Lord and his Apoſtles; and how 
is this Inſtitution, which was purely for ſpiritual 
Purpoſes, propos'd to be proſtituted to Political | 4 
Ones! YN 


Bur I hope, this Part of the Chriſtian world | F 


will in Time be freed from ſuch Diſorders; that 


the Rule of . the Law of Chriſt, . "ay eaſe ay. 
1 fo. 
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of thoſe many Gloſſes and Pervertions that interpret 
away its Senſe, and the Inſtitutions of Chriſt be re. 
cover'd from the Abuſes put upon them: Which, I 
am perſuaded, will not be, till the aſſumed Power 
of our Paſtors, who would exerciſe a Judgment o- 
ver the Conſciences of. Men, and claim to 'Them- 

ſelves the Determination of ſuch Points, as cannot 
be determin'd but by one who knows the Hearts, 
is laid down, Men will then go back with Eaſe 
into the true Notion of the Church of Chriſt, and 
er it as it is, The Number of thoſe, whe- 
9» ther Small or Great, wherher Diſperſed or Uni- 
q * ted, who truly and ſincerely are Subjects to Jeſus 
1 Chriſt alone, as their Law-giver and Judge, in 
Matters relating to the Favour of God, and their 
3 Eternal Salvation. 


11 


bout Lordſhip fees by the Paſſages T have quo- 
„I have read your Sermon, concerning the /Va- 
hoe of this Kingdom or Church of Chriſt ; which 
did not doubt, from its Conformity to Truth, 
al Y Ind its Diſagreement with ſome Mens darling 
al 4 Ppinions, would draw on you no very kind 'Freat- 


| Dr. Snape has fince publiſh'd a Laws to your 
ar | 4 Lehe, which J have likewiſe read very carefully; 


ſed Wd cannot but tell the Dofor, I think he hath 
of i a neither 
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neither treated your Lordſhip with the beſt Man- 
ners nor cleareſt Reaſoning. 


I bare e compar'd both, and thrown to- 
gether ſome few Obſervations, for the Uſe of my 
ſelf and other Laymen ; till ſuch time as your Lord- 
ſhip or ſome abler Friend to you than my ſelf, 
ſhould more fully refute him. And in order to the 
clearer underftanding both your Lordſhip and the 
Doctor, I ſhall, in the Matters of Debate, ſet dowa 
both your Lordſhip's and the Doctor's own Words. 


Tus Gentleman begins with telling us, that he 
has not Capacity, Inclination nor Leiſure, to engage in 
the Controverſy. How little Capacity indeed he 
bas ſhewn through the Whole, is as obvious, as his 9 
ſtrong Inclination: But it has been the Vcheppineß 


i 
of all your Opponents, that either they have nor E 
Capacity, or Books, or Leiſure, or Inclination, or |. 
fomething or other, to anſwer: your Arguments. . 


But I conſider this as a modeſt Apology, which 
may be eaſier excus'd, as we meet with very i 5 I 
more of that Kind. 49 
HE profeſſes to agree ih your Lordſhip nl | 
your Introductory Remark, of the preſent different 
Uſe of Words from their original Signification MM 
but with what Satisfaction ſoon appears to an 
One 


— 
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firſt Example, vis. that of Religion, to miſunder- 
ſtand you; and after he finds that impoſſible from 
your  Lordſhip's Words, he cannot leave it without 
hinting at farther Inſinuations, which he can conceive 
to be couch'd under ſome of the Expreſſions us'd 
= by your Lordſhip. But I pafs over this diſingenu- 
ous Dealing, and come to confider the heavy Charge 
he has brought againſt * Lordſhip. = 


1 « 1 beſt, ſays he, your Lordſhip appears very 
„ unfavourable to any Thing that is external in 
1 « the Service of God. To make amends for 
which, one might at leaſt have expected to meet 
with a very abundant Zeal, and more than or- 
dinary Concern for that Part of Religion which 
is ſeated in the Heart. But when, inſtead of that, 


ch. neſs, depreciating the ſolemn Duty of Prayer, by 
ſeparating Devotion from it, which is the Life 
and Soul of it; how ſhocking is the Diſappoint- 
ment? And then he goes on triumphingly, 
1 What, my Lord, is Piety become ſo predominant 
in the Age, that hb exorbitant Growth of it muſt 
be check'd? And is it to be check'd by ſuch 
Hands? Does the Fever of Devotion rage ſo 


F fiercely, as to ſtand in need of ſuch cooling Pre- 
| criprions 2 


8 
8 
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one, who obſerves, how he labours under the very 


we find you ſtriking at the very Root of all Good- 
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Sermon itſelf. What he ſeems to ground it upon, I 


| hy taught his Fallowers, Was a calm, undiſturbed # 


«in the World, and yet not be devour enough to 


From ſuch a Chain of Sarcaſms one would con - 
clude, that your Lordſhip had been endeayouring ta 
overthrow the Whole of Chriftianity, and had a 
Deſign to extirpate Vertue from among Men; and 
that this Delign was as fully and clearly expreſs'd 
as Words could make it. But we ſhall ſee how 
weakly this Charge is ſupported, by turning to the 


is the Paragraph concerning the Nature of Prayer; I 
which being little more than a ſingle — 179 
thall recite it entire. I 


6 paaxkEx, in all our Lord's DireQions hog: it, 
« and particularly in that Form which he himſelf 2 


« Addreſs to God, under the Notion of a Father, 
« expreſſing thoſe Sentiments and Wiſhes before 4 
4 him, which every ſincere Mind ought to have: 

« But the ſame Ward, by the Help of Men, and 4 * 
4 voluminous Rules of Art, is come to ſignify Heat 3 
« and Flame, in ſuch a Manner and to ſuch De- = 
cc gree, that a Man may be in the beſt Diſpoſition 


« pray; and many an honeſt Perſon hath been per- 15 
4 plex'd by this Means, with Doubts and Fears af 
« being uncapable of praying, for want of an In- 


A tenſeneſs of Heat, Ahüfh hath no more Rees 4 
| _ to 1 =P 
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66 dreſſes to an ſy Prince. 


Da. Snape was ſenſible would. not anſwer his 


Purpoſe to take the whole Paragraph; and there- 
fore yery artfully chuſes to amuſe his Readers with 
the Jingle of disjointed Sentences, from which no 


i P Ideas of your Lordſhip's Notion could be. dra wn, | 


© that fo their Judgments being perplex'd, he“ might 
| I | the more ealily impoſe his own Senſe | upon them, 


I innocent Words, which as uſed by him are ſo far 
From having a bad Meaning, that they have no 


; ure, is touching the very Vitals of Chriſtianity ! 
4 och a Rant is ſurpriſing from a Perſon ſo ex- 
ö on by ſome People for his Eminent Learning 


Accounts, with the Education of the Youth of one 


- 3 fg fo 
to 
er. Byr however, Loralonnti as your Tad has 


J 1 Id us, We of the Laity are to judge for our 
g. les; I ſhall fee what is the Natural Senſe of 
0 £ Paragraph as it lies together and how far the 
ro | Doctor 


ay 


| 15 
Wy | 
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15 
ce to the Duty, than a Man's being in a Fever . 
« hath to the Sincerity of his Profe eſſions or Ad- 


# leaning at all; and yet the uſe of Theſe, he is | 


a | 4 od Good Senſe; a Perſon entruſted, on thoſe very 


$ the rat Seminaries of Literature in the King - 
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Where does he attempt to racderate or aſwage | 
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Doctor is right or miſtaken in his farther Argyu- 
ings upon it. 


« NoTtrinG ſure, ſays he, can be more contra- i 
« diftory to the whole Stream and Tenour of the 
« Sacred Writings, than what your Lordſhip has 9 
« taught with Reference o Prayer. You are pleas? d 4 
«!to all it 4 calm and 1 adiſtus a Aadreſs to God, 
“ and plead our Lord's Dire ons about it, in Ju- if 1 
4 ſtification of your Notion. no ſuch Directi- 
« ons appear in Scripture; Where does he ſay, A 
e that Prayer muſt be alm and andiſturb'd, or uſe # 
© any other Expreſſion of th: ike Importance 29 


& the Fervour of inward Devaton, or warn his 
« Diſciples againſt making their equeſt to the Fa- 
« ther wit too much Vehemenc: ? a . 


WI naturally infer from hence, that your Lord. F 
ſhip" s genuine Meaning was, to extinguiſh b 
in Prayer; and that in order to it, you have aſſerted 
a manifeſt Falſhood, with reſpe& to our Saviour . 
Directions about it? If this be not your Lordſhip 
meaning (as undoubtedly it is not) what ſhall we call 
theſe falſe Colours, Miſtakes, or wilful Perverſions q 
But his Abuſe of your Lordſhip is here manifeſt 
He omits now his Bead rol of the Words Heat , 

Tln 4 
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Flame, devout enough to pray, Intenſeneſs of Heat, &c. 
which pleas d him fo much before, becauſe he knew 
they would explain: the Terms calm and andiſturbd; and 


he had no other way to pervert the Senſe, but by 
1 the Connection. | 


1 muſt ask lere therefore to give the Senſe of 
your Lordſhip, as it appears to me; of which there 
could be no need, it lying ſo plain in the Words 
1 nter but that this Gentleman has by his Ar- 
i tifices thrown his Reader” s Mind into Confuſion a- 

bout it. 


IN every Place where our Saviour directs his Diſ- 
eiples to pray, and particularly in the Lord's Pray- 
Jer, he repreſents God under the Notion of a Fa- 
; ther, and teaches them to expreſs thoſe Sentiments 
and Wiſhes before him, that every ſincere Mind 
* Woot to have; which yet he was ſo far from direct- 
4 pog to be offer d up with that Manner of Heat and 
Pore of Flame, of which the Eſſence of Prayer 
Is now made to conſiſt, (to the Perplexity of many 
L honeſt Perſons, who fear they are incapable of 
Praying, for want of that Intenſeneſs of Heat) that 
1 That compleat Form it ſelf is a calm, undiſturb'd 
1 \ddreſs to God, under the Notion of a Father. 


= CR - 
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Gran r, none but an | Enchuſiaſt can oppoſe 
the juſt and rational Doctrine here laid down by 
your Lordſhip ; for all Men in their Wits and un- 
blinded by Paſſion, muſt ſee this mention of bs | 
in the Proof of your firſt Remark, was to reſtore it to 
its. original Signification, for the. fake of thoſe honeſt | 
Perſons, who are perplexed through Fears of bing b 
uncapable of the Duty, as wanting that Degree ot 
Flame made now eſſential to it. 1 


Bur the Doctor having rais'd a falſe Scent, is re- 
ſolv'd to follow it; and will oppoſe the Extream he | 1 
imagines in your Lordſhip, by ſeeming to maintain 3 
That which you condemn. And becauſe he cannot 
call the Inſtance you mention other than a calm Ad- Fc 
dreſs, he has recourſe to other Places of Sper 2 
to ſupport his Argument; all which, as. far as I can 5 
ſee, do not at all ſerve his Purpoſe, - L | 


Tux firſt is, chi Parable of the Widow and the 


unjuſt Judge, Lake xviii. 1. To this end, that Men 

ought always to pray, and not to faint ; whieti the Do- pe 

Ctor by an 1. e. fays, is to be urgent and importu i 

nate, and to ſolicite with Earneſtneſs; which muſt 4 

be in a peculiar Degree of Heat, if he means to uc 

urge it again your * and not with hal er 
5 pate 


* 
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natural Importunity which your Lordſhip has ſaid 
nothing againſt, and which cannot but attend the 
End mention'd, viz. that Men fhould prey Always, and 
xot faint, or not Wir" over praying till their Ra 
are anſwer' d. 


Ap 'tis plain, that our Saviour in this and the 
other Places mention'd under this Head, ſuits his 
= Parables to our Capacity, and ſpeaks of God accord- 
ing to our Apprehenſions of one another; that the 
only Deſign of them was to encourage our Perſe- 
verance in Prayer; and that our Faith in being an- 
ſwer'd ſhould not fail. 


is however true, as the Doctor ſays, « That 
|- F< from none of theſe Circumſtances can we be en- 
1- courag'd to hope, that God will hear our Petiti- 
I e ons if they are cold and lifeleſs*” ; but that is a 

very different Thing, I think, from * and andi. 
2 


Tax Diſingenuity of this Dake Fs ap- 
id pears in the next Paragraph; for after he has grolly 
4 miſunderſtood your Lordſhip, and brought the Terms, 

N um and undiſturbba, (oppos'd by your Lordſhip to 
I h a Manner of Heat and Degree of Flame, as ren- 
1 Ners a Man without it, the otherwiſe in the beſt 
1 Diſpo- | 


3% 
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Diſpoſition in the World, not devout enough to pray) 
to ſignify cold and lifeleſs; he then with a peculiar | 
Strain of Wit ſays, your Lordſhip may ſo ſay the 


Lord's Prayer ; but out of his abundant Charity he 
hopes, there are ſome who repeat it otherwiſe. 


Bur he tells us, nothing can more convincingly 
aſſure us what was our Saviour's Will in this Cafe 


(vic. for Exſtatick Prayer) than his own Practice. 


And here he has your Lordſhip again; for if your 
Lordſhip will permit your Words cam and andi- 
ſturb'd to ſignify indolent and unmoved, he il prove 


Chriſt was once otherwiſe on the greateſt Occa- 
ſion; when being in an Agony, he prayd more ear. 
_nefily, &c. Wonderful Diſcovery! *Tis indeed a- 
mazing to me, to ſee how this Gentleman beats the 
Wind, and battles with his own Shadow! Does 
he not yet ſee your Intention was to free Prayer, 
as to its Eſſence, from this extraordinary Rapture; 


3 N 


and that even this Text ſufficiently does; for I hope 


We” 
: 25.408 


the Doctor is not ignorant, that before he pray*d 1 1 


more earneſtly, he muſt have pray d 4% ſo; which, 4. a 


1 believe however, he will not ſay was imperfeat 
Prayer. 


Bur I ſhall tire your «Li and my V belt vid 
following this Gentleman thro? all the Mazes of 1 
bi, = 


YT 
2 
N 
Th. 
N A : 
oo 
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1 
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his falſe Reaſoning on this Head; of which he him- 
\ ſelf ſeems at laſt to be ſo ſenGhils: that after all his 
loud Outcry of your Lordſhip's /riking at the Root 
of all Goodneſs, depreciating the ſolemn Duty of Prayer, 
= 8c. he ſays, you may be underſtood to make a Jeſt 
= --/ of Enthuſiaſtick Raptures. Pray then, what has 
he been arguing againſt? Why, truly, ſome ig- 
| norant Perſons, who do not underſtand Pointing, 
I may take a Comma to conclude a Period: I hope 
1 Wbell ſend none ſuch from Eaton, 


XZ Howevex, he ſays, he cannot tell how you ma- 
3 ag'd in the Pr onunciation, but he can gueſs; (and 
hy ſhould not a Doctor have leave to gueſs? ) 
Nay he is ſure, that Period may be ſo pronounc'd 
A That thoſe Clauſes ſhall not be thought to limit, but 
i Eee what went before; and becauſe they may, 
3 i muſt, or he has ſaid nothing to the Purpoſe. 


's * this time - he * his Readers are not calm 
b Ind undiſturb'd; and therefore on this falſe Founda- 

Jon he raiſes a pathetick Addreſs to their Paſſions. 
2W hat Influence his Declamation will have, or what 
— Fagan he will gain over, I am not able to fore- 
l ge; but I hope, the Number will not be very 
* off » 86. He ſay 85 


6 1 
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„ you would have our Addreſſes to God accom- 


+ Breathipgs of the Soul, nor totally to extin- 4 


«6 Yous Lordſhip plainly oppoſes Hrat and Fun 
& to that Clarmneſs and Undiſturbedneſs with v hich 


„ panied : And if you had meant to allow of any 
« the ſmalleſt Degree of Fervour, or godly Tranſ. WW 

© port, that might diſorder that Tranguillity, and 
ee put the Scul into any kind of Agitation; it had 
© been fair, and ſure it was highly requiſite, to have 
told us how far your Conceſſions extended, 
„ Could not one Line be afforded, in a Caſe of | 1 
„ ſo much Conſequence, to guard en Miſtakes, 
„and to ſatisfy us, in proper and direct Terms, F 
that you did not mean to ſtifle all ven 


„ guiſh all Sparks of Devotion? But, in Truth, 
„ as the Matter is repreſented by your Lord. 
„ ſhpi, there are many who ſo apprehend you; 
and who cannot conceive how, according to you 
Lordſhip's Dictates, there can be any room left 
for Elevation of Thought in contemplating . 
Majeſty of God; for the Acts of Shame and Abhor. 3 
rence and godly Contrition, when we are humbled 
with a Senſe of our Guilt; for a ſprightly Jo, 
and Exultation under the Affurance of Pardon 
for grateful Ejaculations, when we refle& on God 


* Mercies : Nay, not even for the Hope of ever? 
« wil 
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a laſting Bliſs, or the Fear of everlaſting Miſery. | 
Our Paſſions muſt all be ſtupified, and every 
% Power of our Souls lie dormant and becalm'd, 
4 for fear of diſcompoſing that eaſy Serenity with 
% which your Lordſhip would have us oy: 


= I take it to be a ſufficient Reply to this fine 
WE Rhetorical Flouriſh on what you have nor ſaid ; that 
j few Perſons can ſee your Silence a Fault, till 
they have ſer what you have ſaid in a wrong 
Light. 


Upon the Whole, I think the Doctor has chiighy 
miſunderſtood your Lordſhip on this Head, and ſo 
* prolly perverted your plain Words, that every Man, 
ho is not filled with Party Bigotry, cannot but 
reſent his endeavoured Impoſition on their Under. 
=Mandings. But I leave him to his own Reflecti- 
4 ; dns, and to enjoy all the Pleaſure that can ariſe 
ur rom ſuch ſtudied Miſrepreſentations, and proceed 
ch $o his next Remark on the Love of God, . 


ork || « Your Lordſhip fays, The Love of God, ag | 
= of owr Saviour, was at firſt, in his own Words, 
and thoſe of St. John, many times repeated, 
the keeping his Commandments, or doing his Will. 
Joh. 14. 15, 21, 23. ch. 15. x0. I Joh. 2. 5. T +5. 

7 
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3. IT Joh. 6. But the Notion of it was, it ſeems, | 
60 5 75 very jejune; and ſo hath been improved by 
„ his later Followers, till the ſame Name, ſtill kept 
& up in the Language of Chriſtians, is far removed 
4 from the Thing principally and brit intended; and 
TE « is come by degrees to ſignify a violent Paſf on, 
4 Commotion, and Ecſtaſy, venting it ſelf in ſuch fort i 
6 of Expreſſions and Diſorders, as other Paſſons ll 
„ do: and this regulated and defined, by ſuch a 
| 


Variety of Imaginations, that an ordinary Chri- 
& ſtian, with the utmoſt Sincerity in his Heart, is 
„ filled with nothing but erernal Suſpicions, Doubts, 4 
& and Perplexities, whether he hath any thing * E 
| | wy 6 the t true Love 7 God, or not. 1 


10 e the Doctor n this Reply: 


* As tle what you ſay of the Love of Goa, a 4 
Which is the next of thoſe perverted Words you | 3 
| « _* inſtance in; though your Lordſhip has ſet it as 
| « low as poſſible, and ſeem particularly careful that FT 
Men may not offend in the Exceſs of this or a. 
7 © ny thing elſe that is good; yet as there have 
AI been well-meaning Men, who have overſtrained 4 
| ; _ © that Duty, and amuſed themſelves and others with 7 
| 
| 


« unneceſſary Scruples, I ſhall ſuppoſe your Lord-| [ £ 
cc ' ſhip s Reflections to be levell'd againſt them, and Y 
= not 
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& not ſtay to adjuſt the Difference between your . 


© I © Lordibip and them. A IH 

. . e 
d 1 would ask any Well meaning Man, what he 
, WE thinks of this Gentleman? Can he believe this to 
't 


be writ by the candid and ingenuous Dr. Snaps, 
| who cannot (tho againſt many Diſſuaſives) ſit un- 
WT concero'd, but engages in this Controverſy with lit- 
Erle Inclination or Leiſure? Can it be believ'd, I ſay, 
's 4 that ſuch a Man ſhould Trifle in this egregious 
2 manner! And where he cannot pick out a Diffe- 
: ſrence, be angry there is no * ion given for it? 


> ES m4. 
"4,753 Bo. 
E oe > . x 5 
r * vs Ny. 5 
„ 
. 


Bou r he is diſpleasd, that your Lordſhip bas been, 
Ir his Phraſe, Fatale careful, that Men may not 
2 ſoffend in the Exceſs of this, or any thing elſe that 
2 1 is good: Twould have been well he had given us 
u is Definition of the Word Good; for according to 
as the common Acceptation of ir, he will hardly be 
at | 1 e to be among the Number of the Offenders 
f What "Fs 


AND now are we come to the laſt of thoſe 
1 Words or Sounds, your Explanation of which has 
— 10 given the Doctor ſo much Offence, The Church F 

Liriſt; which he ſeems only to allow to be the 
Ningdom of Chriſt, — to your Loradſbip. E 
H 
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ning of this learned Writer, to argue againſt what 


your Lordſhip” s and the DoQtor's Senſe as entire as 


. — ye —- * 
2 I — 1 = 5 1 


1 leave him to tell us where Chriſt's Kingdom on 
Earth is, if his Church upon Earth is not that King- 
dom. But that is not the Thing he is ſo angry 
with, but your Manner of Governing the 8 

of this Kingdom. 


lan p here, ſoch is the Force of Truth, after he 
has clouded your Meaning in almoſt every Quotati- 7 
on from the Sermon, when he comes to give his * 
own Senſe of many Places, in which he'd have us 3 
think he differs from you, ſo far as it can be un- 2 
derſtood, he fays almoſt the fame Things, which e- 
very ordinary Reader ſecs to be ſaid by your Lord- Y 
ſhip. But indeed it ſeems to be the peculiar Cun- 


5 


you have not ſaid, and then confute thoſe Chime. Z 

ra's by what you have. By this Means his Read- | : 
ers (thro? Prejudice againſt your Lordſhip, Inatten - 4 ö 
tion to his Reaſoning, and not ſuſpicious of ſuch 
an Artifice from ſo Reverend a Perſon) are ſatisfy*d | * 
your Lordſhip has contradicted all the Truths you 
deliver; and that the Doctor, and not your Lord-| [ 1 
ſhip, is the Advocate for Chriſtianity. 7 


os 
= 
0 


To. evince hs Truth of this, I ſhall preſerve 3 


I can; omitting every thing, which would rather 
enen 
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perplex than illuſtrate the Argument, What you 
have ſaid is comprehended under theſe two Heads, 
= That in the Church or Riugdom of Chriſt, he himſelf 

is fole Ring: And, That the Laws by which he go- 
= werns this Kingdom, and of thoſe Rewards and Puniſb- 
= ments which are the Sanftions of his Laws, are not of 
== his World at all. In proving the firſt of theſe 
=# Propoſitions, your Lordſhip ſays, © He hath, in 
the Affairs of Conſcience and Eternal Salvation, 
left behind him no viſible human Authority; no 
4 . Vicegerents, who can be ſaid properly to ſupply 
1 „ his Place; no Interpreters, upon whom his Sub- 
jects are Abſolutely to depend ; no Judges over the 
A %% Conſciences or Religion of his People.” This 
1 your Lordſhip ſupports by a Train of unanſwerable 
{ G— 


q Tux Doctor ſays, © If Kings themſelves en- 
h join Things contrary to the Word of God, we 
dare to obey God rather than Man. If the 

=X Miniſters of Chrift, in their perfonal Capaci- 
d. ty, teach Doctrines repugnant to the Scriptures, 
they are not to be hearken'd to. If the Collective 
Body of the Clergy, legally aſſembled, agree up- 
on any Determinations or Deciſions; 1＋ they ame 
any Articles or Canons contrary to what we are 
'Y taught 1 in the Holy . (which maſt be ac- 


© cording 


Manner, by bringing Texts and Arguments been 


ſtiled the Head. But the Doctor asks, Does thai $ 
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„ cording to our own Judgment of them) they cannot 


&« bind the a ra 


A Man muſt have more than common Penetra- 
tion, to ſee where the Difference lies between your 
Lordſhip and the Doctor, as to this Point; your | | 
Lordſhip ſays, Chriſt has left no Abſolute Fudge over 
our Conſciences; and the Doctor mentions All b 
claim any Rule among us, and ſays, they cannot 79 
bind the Conſcience; Words, if any thing, more full BZ 
on the Side of your Lordſhip's meaning. 3 


NoTwrTHSTANDING Which, this Gentleman has I 
ſpent at leaſt eight Pages of his Letter in a florid ® 


to his Purpoſe, to perſwade his Readers he differ'd ? 
from your Lordſhip. 


“ET us conſider the Church (ays he) under 
“ any other of thoſe Images by which it is repre. 
“ ſented in Scripture, and we ſhall find that the) = 
« all combine to give us an Idea of it, as of al * 
* orderly and well govern'd Society. Sometimes 1 7 
« is figured to us under the Similitude of a Natural 
« Body.” Of which Natural Body Jeſus Chrift i 


conſiſt of disjointed Members, looſely put togrebey F 
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and connected by no Sine ws, or Ligaments ? To which 

I reply, by asking in my Turn, whether 'tis fit the 
Natural Body ſhould have more Heads than One? 
As likewiſe in anſwer to the other Inſtances, whe- 
ther 'tis proper, in order preſerve 4 good Orconomy in 
be large Houſbold or Family, that beſides the Stewards 
and other Governing Servants of Different Degrees, there 
W ſhould alſo be more than one Supream Lord and 
) A Maſter ? ? Cc. 


= Howvevesx, he is reſolved to ſhew your Lord- 
A ip's groſs Aſſertions, as he calls them; and there- 
Wore after ſpliting your Paragraph in p. 15. For 
3 , it comes to this at laſt, ſince it doth not ſeem. 
fit to Chriſt himſelf to interpoſe ſo as to prevent 
or remedy all their Miſtakes and Contradictions, 
that if they have this Power of interpreting or add- 
ing Laws, and judging Men, in ſuch a Senſe, that 
Chhriſtians ſhall be iadiſpenſably and abſolutely o- 
bliged to obey thoſe Laws, and to ſubmit to 
IF thoſe Deciſions ; if they have this Power lodged 
with them, (which the Doctor ſays they have not) then 
the Kingdom in which they rule, is not the King- 
dom of Chrift, but of themſelves; He doth not 
= Rule in it but they; and whether they happen 
agree with him, or differ from him, as long 
ss they are the Law-givers and Judges, without 
I 1 
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what before was my Duty, for the Preſervation au 
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& any Inter poſition from Chriſt either to guide or 
correct their Deciſions, they are Kings of this 
Kingdom, and not Chriſt. Jeſus.“ I ſay after the 
Doctor has divided this Paragraph, denied the uſe 
of one of your Words, and recited Part of the reſt, 
he draws. one of the unfaireſt Conſequences in the i 
World, and charges it on your Lordſhip; that be- 
cauſe no Perſon has an Abfolute Authority over M 
Chriſt's Subjects in Things reſpecting their Eterna 

Salvation, therefore you teach us to receive no Lan 
mands from any Superiors, whether Spiritual or Tem. 
poral, in Caſes lawful or unlawful, relating to Con 


Ir a Spiritual or Temporal Superior commanil | 


Welfare of the State, (which- then becomes an al 
ef a Civil Nature, and in the Eye of the Civith 
Power can be eſteemed. no otherwiſe) I don't % 
that your Lordſhip has taught me not to recen g 
or comply with that Command; which yet to m 
is a Matter of Conſcience. So falſe, in this . 
ſtance, is this Gentleman's Logick, allowing the u. 5 
moſt he would 2 on your Lordſhig. 4 


2 * 


IxpeED, I cannot ſee what Service twould do * þ 8 


to argue on his own Poſition; nor what he'd gail 4 1 
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by granting the moſt extenſive Power, under Ab ſo- 
late, to whoever he pleaſes: For which Reaſon, I 
believe, yonr Lordſhip uſes that Word, and he re- 
jets it. For, as he ſays, if thoſe Determinations 
cannot bind the Conſcience which are contrary to 
what we are taught in the Holy Scriptures; it muſt 
follow, only Thoſe can which are agreeable to it ; 
and then where is the Power in. enjoining That, 


to do which we already lie under the greateſt Obli- 
gation . 


Bur this Declarative Power will not ſatisfy the 
Doctor, and yet he cannot come at any other for 
X himſelf or any one beſide, however dignify'd, in 
= Chriſt's Kingdom. I therefore recite to him your 
. JP Lordſhip's daring Aſſe veration, as he calls it, with 
Fleaſure, © If any Man, upon Earth have a Right 
„to add to Chriſt's Laws; that is, to encreaſe the 
Number, or alter the Nature of the Rewards 
u “ and Puniſhments of his Subjects, in Matters of 
F< Conſcience and Salvation, they are ſo far Kings 
1 „in his Stead, and reign in their own Kingdom, 
and not in his?. And muſt tell him, I think mean- 
iy of that Man, who hints at drawing in Earth- 
| 4 Powers to maintain his Controverſy ; and that 
4 Wit argues ſtrongly with me, he himſelf believes what 
ve diſputes, whatſoever there may be of Daring in it. 
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Bur * this bears very hard on the Acts for prevent- 
e ing Occaſional Conformity and Schiſm ; and if the Ar- 
« gument were to have its Effect towards reverſing 
« them; How does your Lordſhip know it would 
« ſtop there? — This would equally ſtrike at all 


« the Incapacitating Laws in Force, not only 2 a= 
[6 gainſt Proteſtant Diſſenters, but Papiſts too. 


I don't ner that Truth and Juſtice ſhould "7 
bear very hard on ſome publick Acts which this Gen- 
tleman's Friends were ſo fond of gaining: But I 


do, to ſee the Paviſts rank'd among thoſe who ſuf. 
fer on a Religious Account; after your Lordſhip | 0 
proved ſo clearly to the World in your e 3 N 
that the Religious Tenets of that corrupt Body of 


Chriſtians, tend ſo directly to the Ruin of Society 
and Overthrow of Government in this our Prote- 


ſtant Kingdom, that it becomes a Matter of meer 
Civil Concern to guard againſt thoſe dangerous Zea- 
lots. The Doctor will find the beſt Anſwer to this 
Faragraph in the above-mention*d Treatiſe of your? 


Lordſhip's; and therefore to that I refer him tor 4 
his farther Satisfaction in this Point. 1 


I cannot diſmiſs this Head, ſo far as it 1 
the State, without remarkiog, the bre chi 
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Gentleman ſeems to take, in expatiating on what he 
thinks your Lordſhip has ſaid to weaken the Acts 
of Settlement and Succeſſion; and how ready he is 
to deliver your Lordſhip to the Animadverſion of 
| the Higher Powers. But he ought to have conf. 
8 der'd how much he ſtands in need of Favour from 
thoſe Powers; who altho they poſſeſs the Crown up- 
on the Foot of the Revolation, yet he has dar'd to 
ſap the Foundation of that happy Settlement, in 
Terms as expreſs as thoſe, for which one of his Order 
== was condemn'd by the Juſtice of the Whole Nati- 
on. His Words are, © There is one Exception, 
“ and there is but one, by which our Obedience to 
all Earthly Governours muſt be bounded, and 
9 ; 7 that is, that their Commands be not diſagreeable 
to the Laws of Chriſt. Paſſive Obedience indeed! 
N on ref ſtance with a Witneſs! 


Ex next enumerates with a great Deal of pom- 
pous Eloquence, ſome dangerous Conſequences (as he 
F more elequantly than truly calls them) ariſing from 
FA our Lordſhip's Politions, that concern the Church ; 
4 the Amount of which is, that thus by your Lord- 
1 ip's Argument © all Articles and Creeds are de- 
E ftroy'd at once; all Acts of General Councils were 
void and null from the Beginning: Nay, even the 
Decrees of the Council at Jeraſalm, held by the 
K hy Apoſtles 
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Men will thus reply; Thar tis very certain, no Ar- 
ticles, Creeds, or any other Acts of General Coun- 


4 ſuch. If they did, it would follow neceſlarily, 


indiſpenſably Obligatory ; but then this would force 


namely, for that immediate Inſpiration of the Spirit . 
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” Apoſtles themſelves, were never of any Force; 
they fate there as Uſurpers, they never had a Right 
© to make any Laws, which belongs ſolely and per 
* culiarly to their King, Chriſt Jeſus. | 


The Herd of the Doctor's Readers will certainly 
think, that the Biſhop of Bangor hates all Churches, 
and is near renouncing Chriſtianity, But reaſonable 


cils, abſolutely bind the Conſciences of Chriſtians, 


that every Act of every Synodical Aﬀembly, was 


Chriſtians, in ſome Caſes, to act Counter to the 


Precepts of the Goſpel ; ſince ſome ſuch Aſſemblies Wl 


have erred from the Laws of Chrift, or Popery had 


never been eſtabliſh'd. As to the Decrees of the 
Apoſtolic College, they are allow'd to be binding; 


but how comes it to paſs? Why, for the ſame 1 
Reaſon as their Writings are allow'd to be the un- 
erring Rule of Faith to the End of the World; 


of Chriſt, which they were poſſeſsd of: which 
Spirit of God was then in an extraordinary — a 
their infallible Director in all the fpiritual Concert in 


« con Kingdom. The Doctor had forgot this 
| | Circum- a 
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Circumſtance here, which makes a wide Difference 
between the Apoſtles and their Succeſſors; tho he 
himſelf has mention'd it in the 2oth Page of his 
Letter. | 1 


AND now, my Lord, I think I have fufficiently 
indicated all thoſe Heads in your Sermon, concern- 
Pag which this Eloquent Caviller raiſes ſuch an horrid 
; Worry. The Sum of all is this; Your Lordſhip 
nuſt be acknowledg'd one of the cleareſt Writers in 
b ue World, and to have merited an eternal Monu- 
Went of Gratitude from Mankind, whoſe dark Per- 
4 lexities are diſpell'd by the prevailing Light of your 
t and admirable Reaſonings. The Doctrines you 
Avance are ſo Righteous and ſo Evident, that even 
Wis envious Detracter from your Worth is compell'd 
1 tho unwilling and reluQant) to allow them in that 
W-nſe which alone your Lordſhip contends for. But as 
r the Doctor, he is reduced to this Dilemma; namely, 
at he has either ignorantly miſtaken, or wilfully 
rverted your Lordſhip's Meaning. The former bears 
2:0 rd upon his Intellects, and the latter upon his Mo- 
ls. As for his Performance *tis moſt trifling and im- 
1 F. rtinent; he is agreed with his Adverſary in every 
hing Material, and yet is mighty angry with him for 
; . apparent Reaſon, except telling the Truth, He re- 

e the Cauſe for which he profeſſedly enters 
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the Lifts, and comes at length very oddly to endegs 
vour to prove certain ſurprizing Paradoxes; as namely 
that one of the Honeſteſt and Beſt of Men is (forſoot i 
a Patron of Libertiniſm; that a Proteſtant Biſhop 
(truly ſuch) is an Advocate for the Advancement of 
Papiſts; and that the moſt zealous Aſſertor of the 


Proteſtant Succeſſion is (ſtrange to tell!) a Tray or 
to King GEORGE. 1 


WIXAT a potent Genius is this? What Mortal cat 
withſtand the irrefiftable Force of that Wit, which 
demonſtrates with Eaſe ſuch ſeeming Contradiction 
Well, he may glory in his Flights; and bigotte 
Zealots may applaud the flaſhy Production: But 
the ſolid Comfort of Men of your Lordſhip's maſſ 
Senſe, that all thoſe who know the Uſe of their Re 
ſon and the Value of Truth, will moſt aſſuredly d 
ſpiſe ſuch mere Pretenders to Argument, I am, 


My Lox Dy. - 


Tour LoxDSHIP?s moſt Obliged, 


moſt Oledient Humble Ser duns 


